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support the Papen-Schleicher Government. Schleicher had
ready in his pocket Hindenburg's decree for the dissolution
of the Reichstag desired by Hitler. Schleicher, moreover,
bound himself to remove the ban on the S.A. within the next
few days. Both measures were actually passed through by
Papen and Schleicher, and Hitler could feel that he had got
good value for his support of Papen.
When Hitler left Fiirstenburg on that day he was in a
better humour and more pleased than he had been for a long
time. He already saw himself Chancellor and said to his
comrades : c A tablet must be put up on this house on which
generations to come may read : Here took place the memor-
able interview between Adolf Hitler and General Kurt von
Schleicher which resulted in . . .'
The Lausanne Conference
Schleicher's agility rendered Papen's presence superfluous,
in spite of the still more obscure political conditions in the
Reich. Moreover, Papen had found a fresh and very com-
petent Secretary of State for the chancellery: Herr von
Planck, a personal friend of Schleicher. Herr von Planck's
father was, to be sure, more famous than his son : for
Professor von Planck had received the Nobel Prize for his
Quantum Theory.
A fortnight after taking over the Government, Herr von
Papen found himself on his way to Lausanne. There he
was to receive a discharge of the reparations account. As
we have already related, Briining had done excellent spade-
work in this field, Papen, it is true, had a number of con-
ferences to attend, he had to produce evidence, make
speeches and strike up acquaintanceship with foreign journ-
alists. But on yth July 1932 the final documents were
signed and Papen was able to return to Germany as a
* conqueror' after his three weeks* absence. The repara-
tions payments were conclusively settled with a final payment
of three milliards of marks.
During his brief absence from Berlin the S.A. had once
more made its appearance in the streets of Germany. The